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AGAM-P  (M)(18  June  68)  FOR  OT  RD  68X024 


21  June  1968 


SUBJECT;  Combat  After  Action  Report  -Operation  FARGO,  11th  Armored 

Cavalry  Regiment,  Period  21  December  1967  -  21  January  1968  (U) 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 
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Defense  of  the  United  States  «ithin  the  of  the  / 

Espionage  Laws,  Title  18,  U.  S,  0.,  s«c;ti.ori  793  and  794.  ' 
Its  transoisaion  or  the  revelation  of  its  contents  In  anf 
eanner  to  an  unauthorzied  person  is  prohibited  by  lawi.* 

1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  as  inclosure  for  review  and  evaluation 
in  accordance  with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15. 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  appro¬ 
priate  benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current 
operations  and  may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
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SUBJECT:  Gawat  Operations  After  Action  Report 
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Operations.  After  Action  Report— Operation  Fargo,  U 
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1.  (U)  RSFZniglCSS; 

a*  nth  Amorod  Cavalry  Regiment  OrCRD  28-67  (Operation 
'  FARGO)  >  18  December  1967. 

b.  Maps,  Vietnam,  1:50,000,  Series  L7014  and  L7016,  Sheets 
6232  I,  III  6332  I,  II,  III,  IV;  6333  II. 

2.  (U)  TYPE  OF  OPERATION:  FARGO  was  primarily  a  reconnaissance 
in  force  operation  coupled  with  a  secondary  mission  of  road  clearing 
and  road  security. 

3.  (U)  DAT3S  OF  OPERATION:  FARGO  v;as  conducted  l^cni  21  Dec  67 
to  21  Jan  68. 

4.  (U)  LOCATION:  The  n®neral  area  of  reconnaissance  in  force 
operations  included  the  northern  sector  of  Binh  Lonn  Province  and  the 
northeastern  sector  of  Tay  Ninh  Province.  Road  clearinc  operations 
were  conducted  along  National  Highway  13  between  An  Loc  (XT762907) 
and  Loc  Ninh  (XU739098). 

5.  (U)  CONTROL  HBADC.UiJtTSRSi  The  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment 
conducted  Operation  FARGO  under  the  operational  control  of  Headquarters, 

11  Field  Force,  Vietnam. 

6.  (U)  REPORTING  OFFICER:  The  reportinc  officer  for  this  report 
is  Colonel  Jack  )!acFar lone,  Cctnmanding  Officer,  11th  Armored  Cavalry 
Rocimont. 

7.  (C)  G5NIRAL:  Operation  FARGO  was  undertoRon  to  counter  in¬ 
creased  enemy  activity  in  the  newly-formed  Jiilitary  Region  10  (Binh 
Long  and  Phuoc  Long  Provinces).  The  operation  was  initiated  by  the 
Ist  and  2nd  Squadrons  and  subsequently  joined  by  the  3rd  Squadron  on 
30  Dec  67.  This  v:as  the  first  operation  since  its  deployment  to 
Vietnam  in  which  the  regimont  was  employed  as  a  unit.  The  first 
reconnaissance  in  force  operation  was  initiated  on  26  Doc  67  by  the 
1st  Squadron  operating  from  Loc  Ninh  north  along  Ilighifcy  13  to  the 
Cambodian  border.  Romo  Ploif  cloering  operations  along  Highwoy  13 
from  An  Loc  to  Loc.  Ninh  also  began  on  26  Dec  67  end  continued  until 

12  Jan  68  when  the  mission  was  completed.  The  regiment  continued 
to  conduct  roconnaissanco  in  force  operations  until  the  termination 
of  Operation  FARGO  on  21  Jan  68.  (Soo  Annex  A  -  Task  Organisation) 

6.  (C)  lyELLIMCE;  Operation  FARGO  carried  the  regiment  deep 
into  the  newlywformed  Military  Region  10,  comprlsod  of  Binh  Long  and 
Phuoc  Long  Province.  In  this  region,  the  5th  and  9th  Viet  Cong  Di¬ 
visions  and  the  7th  NVA  Division  were  able  to  react  to  regimental 
oporations.  _ 
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b.  Order  of  Battle: 

(1)  5th  Viet  Cone  Division:  Hq  5th  VC  Div  was  located 
nerthoast  of  Bu  Dop  Villa^^e  (XU9729)  alonr;  the  Cambodian  border.  The 
division  was  considered  combat  effective  in  personnel,  equipment,  and 
possibly  training.  Of  the  throe  subordinate  r oddments,  the  88th  NVA 
Recimont  was  in  tho  sane  c^neral  area,  while  the  275th  VC  Iler;Lmont 
operated  south  of  Son^;  Be  Villano  (YU1708).  Theso  subordinate  units 
had  sustained  heavy  casualties  in  actions  near  Son;’;  Be.  Hoifover,  by 
the  start  of  Operation  FARGO,  those  units  hrd  enjoyed  sufficient  time 
to  retrain  and  re^p^oup,  espcciioUy  in  view  of  their  proximity  to  the 
Cambodian  infiltration  routes.  The  274th  VC  Ro^ont  was  oporatinc 
on  an  independent  mission  in  tho  Hat  Dich  Area  (YT3006)  and  did  not 
influence  re^daontal  operations. 

(2)  9th  Viot  Cone  Division:  Hq  9th  VC  Div  was  located 
north  to  northeast  of  Loc  Ninh  ViJJ-aco  alonr  tho  Cambodian  border.  Its 
three  subordinate  roriments  wore  Just  inside  Cambodia  in  a  posture  that 
throatenod  the  Bu  Dop-Bo  Due  area.  The  9th  VC  Div  was  considered  mar- 
ninally  combat  effective  follov/inr  severe  losses  in  defeats  at  Loc 
Ninh  and  Bu  Dop  in  late  October  and  earily  Docombor.  The  ability  of 
this  division  to  quickly  ronroup  was  displayed  by  tho  Now  Year*s  Day 
attack  on  tho  US  25th  Infantry  Division  Fire  Support  Base  BURT  (XT4980) 
near  tho  Fish  Hook  Rodion,  scuthwost  of  tho  Ro;;imontal  Area  of  Opera¬ 
tions,  Tho  Viot  Conn  attacked  with  elements  of  tho  27l8t  and  272nd 

VC  Rocimonts,  sufforlni;  a  serious  defeat  as  the  infantrymen  tountod 
382  Viot  Conn  bodies  on  tho  battlefield.  This  reversal  reduced  tho 
possibility  of  tho  Uth  /»rmared  Cavalry  Rorijnent  encacinn  the  9th 
VC  Div  in  a  dooisivo  action,  as  tho  onony  had  been  forced  to  with¬ 
draw  end  ro{proup, 

(3)  7th  NVA  Division:  Only  the  l65th  NVA  Rocimont, 
located  south  of  Chon  Thanh  Villa,:o  (XT7762)  astride  National  High¬ 
way  13*  was  imaodiately  avail.ablo  for  omployrvont  in  Military  Rocion 
10.  It  was  considered  marcinally  coi*.ibat  effective  following  unsuc¬ 
cessful  offenses  along  National  Ki-hway  13.  Tho  other  subordinate 
units,  tho  101st  NVA  RGr.djrk-nt  rnd  tho  241st  NVA  Ko'.imcnt,  were  com- 
mittod  in  tho  Micholin  Rubber  rinntation  and  nortliwostem  War  Zone 
C,  respectively.  Neither  posed  an  ir.a;iinont  throat  to  Operation 
FARGO. 

(4)  Tho  B525  Training/P.c placement  Division  remained 
deep  in  Cambodia,  west  of  Loc  Ninh  Villago.  Tho  76th  Roplacemont 
Roglmont  (-)  continued  northeast  of  Loc  Ninh  Village,  also  in  Cam¬ 
bodia. 


(5)  The  An  Loc  Platoon  and  tho  Loo  Ninh  Platoon*  both 
looal  guerrilla  units  which  woro  rogsrdod  as  combat  effective*  were 
available  for  activities  near  their  villages  and  along  National 
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Hichwny  13. 

c#  Intellij^onco  Sources; 

(1)  InitirJL  data  on  Operation  FARGO  was  iTOvided  by 
liaison  visits  by  ro^inontal  staff  officers  to  Hq,  II  Field  Force 
and  Hq,  1st  Infantry  Division. 

(2)  Additional  dotailc^.  intelli;:enco  was  developed 
troBL  infomation  obtained  fren  US  Special  Forces  '?nd  ARVN 
sources  pcruianontly  assic^od  to  the  area.  A  si(iiificcnt  intelli- 
Cenco  base  was  available  at  the  conclusion  of  Operation  F/JIGO,  and 
the  information  was  iTovidod  to  the  let  Infantry  Division  in  antic¬ 
ipation  of  thoir  future  operations  in  the  re/^ion* 

(3)  Bocauso  of  the  heavy  onony  concentration  in  the 
area,  tho  E-63  Personnel  Detector  was  used  extensively  to  confirm 
possible  enemy  locations.  Additionally,  informtioh  from  SL\R  nis- 
aions  pointed  toward  oneray  infiltration  throu;:h  tho  Fish  Hook  Ro- 
Cion  and  tho  area  northeast  of  Loc  Ninh  Villaco.  Infra-red  missions 
wore  larnoly  inconclusive  duo  to  tho  various  snail  fires  which  occur¬ 
red, 

(A)  Tlic  Roilnontal  Lone  Ranro  Reconnaissance  Patrol 
operated  extensively,  providing:  accurate  indications  of  bnomy  activ¬ 
ity,  MditionalTy,  their  role  in  stay-bohind  ambush  pa.trols  was 
03q)anded  with  oxcollont  results,  (See  Section  16,  lisSCHS  LEATdm, 
Para  b,,  (1),) 

d.  Terrain  and  Vteather; 

(1)  The  terrain  was  n^nerally  suitable  for  Icrco-sccle 
armor  novomont.  The  primary  restrictions  wero  occasional  stoop  gul¬ 
lies  and  donso  Jun^^lo  which  required  jun^lc-bustinr:  techniquos, 

.  (2)  Dry  so.ason  conditions  continued  throuchout  Opera¬ 
tion  FARGO,  No  rain  was  rocordod  and  w-urn  afternoon  tenporaturos 
in  the  90-do^Tco  ran{;o  were  comr\on,  Evenin;*:  teciperaturos  wore  very 
cool,  ofton  droppin::  into  tho  hi  :h  50-<\o;yoc  rrnjjo,  Li^ht  winds 
out  of  tho  northoast  W(jro  usually  variable.  Skies  wero  clear  with 
only  occasional  scattered  clouds.  Early  uornini:  patches  of  (jround 
toQ  in  tho  lowLands  occasionally  restricted  local  visibility, 

0,  Bnomy  Reaction: 

(1)  Viot  Cenc  reaction  to  Operation  F/JIGO  was  unex- 
pootedly  li^ht, 
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(2)  Scattorod  li£:ht  contacts  wore  a  daily  occurrenco 
as  ir®viou8ly  safo  eneray  areas  wore  ontorod.  Individual  nnd  snail 
unit  harassins  tactics  with  /iT  rockets  and  sniper  firo  prevailed. 

(3)  On  6  Jan,  the  rofdnent  had  its  only  najor  contact 
of  the  operation  \dion  the  2nd  Battalion,  88th  NV/.  Rordnont,  which 
had  recently  noved  fron  the  Bu  Dop  area,  attempted  to  anbush  H  Coq» 
pany,  2nd  S^odron,  as  that  unit  oiM^ratod  in  the  Fish  Hook  Recion. 
(Sgo  Section  11.  EXECUTION.) 

(a)  An  intense  snail-unit  encountor  occurred  on  9 
Jan  when  L  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  on  a  roconnaissnnoo  in  force  islssion 
in  northern  Toy  Ninh  Province,  was  attacked  by  an  IBhqmi  amor-killor 
(Soo  SooUon  11.  EGSCUTION.) 

e.  Overlay  Data:  The  foHovdnr  are  locations  of  onociy 
units  prior  to  Operation  F/JIGO*  Only  those  units  considorod  a  throat 
or  available  to  support  operations  with  the  Ho^-dofintal  Area  of  Opera¬ 
tions  are  listed: 


UNIT 

LOCATION 

COSVN 

XTU9t 

66th  VC  Gurrd  Ro^^t 

xn494 

Hq  5th  VC  Div 

TO2Q39 

88th  WVA  Roct 

W2739 

275th  VC  Roct 

m7oa 

Hq  7th  NVA  Div 

XT5993 

165th  NVA  Roct 

Xr7268 

Hq  9th  VC  Div 

XU8627 

271st  VC  Roct 

XU972e 

272nd  VC  Roct 

xweas 

273rd  VC  Roct 

XU9729 

Hq  ISIitsry  Rocion  10 

m940 

V  ■  *525  aopi/rac  Diy 
'  irfith  B«pi  Roct  (-) 

^  • 


CONFIDENTIAL 


XUiiSOO 

TU1232 

T/igo  U 
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UNIT  LOCATION 

85th  Rear  Svc  Gp  Unloc^ted,  possibly  XU9314 

86th  Rear  Svc  Gp  YU2829 

9<*  (C)  MISSION;  Cccnoncinf!  21  Dec  67>  the  Hth  Armored  Cavelry 
Reniment  xaa  to  conduct  oporfttlons  in  the  Quan  Loi-Loc  Ninh-^  Dop  aroa 
to  destroy  enemy  main  force  units^  prinarily  the  27l8t>  27;^d^  end 
273rd  Viet  Conr:  RocLnents,  clear  and  socuro  National  Highway  13  trcn 
An  Loc  to  Loc  Ninh^  and  provent  eniomy  infiltration  into  the  area  from 
Cambodia*  The  ronimont  was  also  to  bo  propiu^od  to  counter  any  VCA^^ 
throat  devolopinc  in  the  southwest  Fish  Hook  (XT5895)  and  Tone  Lo  Chon 
(XT622810}  oroLJ  on  orders  ttm  II  Field  Force* 

10*  (C)  CONCEPT  OF  THE  0P2RATI0N; 

a*  Phase  I:  On  21  Doc  67>  the  11th  ACR  minus  the  3rd  Squad¬ 
ron  was  to  novo  ft'cn  tho  vicinity  of  Lai  Xhc  to  /ji  Loc.  On  22  Dec  it 
was  to  attack  north  to  Loc  Ninh  •uid  open  and  uivxade  National  KLchway 
13  to  Oado  50*  In  addition,  it  was  to  conduct  land  clorufina  operas- 
tions  to  a  Binimum  of  100  notesrs  on  each  sido  of  Hi::hwey  13  l^oa  the 
bri/^  in  vicinity  XT722973  to  Loo  Ninh  to  permit  movement  of  a  heavy 
artillery  battery  and  oncincor  equi^xiont  to  Loc  Ninh.  It  was  also  to 
provide  security  for  cn::inoor  construction  of  Fire  Support  Base  Harry 
(XU730085}  in  vicinity  Loo  Ninh  until  042400H  Jan  68*  On  orders  tho 
3rd  Squa^on  was  to  novo  f^om  BlAckhorso  Base  Cnmp  to  Join  the  red- 
mont  in  tho  Loo  Ninh  aroa* 

b*  Phase  II;  On  order,  the  rocimont  was  to  attack  alon^ 
tho  Loc  Ninh-^  Dop  aads,  destroy  Viet  Con;  end  NVA  forces  in  tho 
area  of  operations,  and  open  Kirhway  14/k  between  Loc  Ninh  and-Bu 
Dop. 

0*  Phase  III;  On  orficr  tho  roclr’»cnt  was  to  conduct  recon¬ 
naissance  in  foroo  operations  in  tho  area  of  oporations  to  destroy 
VC/NVA  forces  and  establish  security  positions  to  block  infiltraticn 
Arom  Cambodia  during  TET  in  coordination  with  the  lOIst  Airbomo 
Divisiod* 

d«  Throu(^oat  the  operation,  on  order  traa  H  Field  Force, 
tho  rociment  was  to  bo  prepared  to  counter  VC/NVA  throats  devolopixie 
in  the  southwest  aroa  of  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Fish  Hoolv 
Ton(*  Ls  Chon  Rs£lons* 

U.  (C)  BOBCmW;  OporaUen  F/JICO  was  initiated  on  a  Deo 
6?  when  the  let  Sq^ldrcns*  of  tho  Uth  Armored  Cavalry  Rs^;!^* 

aont  displaood  ttm  tho  Bon  Cat-Phuoo  Vinh  aroa  (location  of  Operas 
tion  QUZC18ILV1IR)  to  the  F/JlOO  Area  of  Operations  (soo  /innsx  B,  Op- 
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orations  O\rorlay)»  The  let  Souadron  attacked  into  AO  Benr.al#  north 
of  An  Loo,  220645H  Deo  to  establish  laarer  positions  Alpha  (XP?!?- 
976)  and  Bravo  (XT720997)>  Fire  Support  Base  Tom  (XU725016)  and  to 
support  2nd  Squadron^s  AO  Battle  north  of  AO  Ben£;al«  The  2nd  Squad¬ 
ron  moved  through  AO  Bengal  to  secure  Fire  Support  Base  Earry  (XU730- 
085)  in  the  vicinity  of  Loo  N^nh  and  to  establish  Fire  Support  Base 
Dick  (XU7406)*  Objectives  for  this  phase  of  the  operation  (22  -  26 
Dec)  were  the  security  of  National  Highway  y  in  the*  Squadron*  s  A0*8> 
the  construction  of  three  fire  8upi)crt  oases  (Toci>  Dick|  and  Harry)# 
and  the  oonstruotion  of  Forward  Supply  Area  and  the  Regimental  Coo- 
mend  Poet  at  Loc  Ninh  (XU739098). 

The  Christmas  Holiday  Tk^oe  took  place  frto  2A1800H  Deo  to  251600H 
Deo*  There  woro  two  minor  incidents  durin-::  this  period*  A  listening 
post  fk*om  B  Troop  Observed  two  Viet  Cong  aiJ»x*oaching  its  position  at 
250200H  Deo  and  took  them  under  fire*  At  250800H  Deo  an  OH-230  in 
whioh  tho  let  Squadron  Conmandor  was  making  a  roconnaissanoe  near  the 
Cambodian  border  rooeivod  automatic  weapons  fire* 

On  26  Deo  Romo  Plow  oporations  wore  bo/un  by  the  l68t«h  Sigineer 
Company  (coordinated  by  the  CO#  919th  l^rfjiuer  Company)  to  clear  the 
Jun^e  to  a  distance  of  100  meters  on  both  uidos  of  Highway  13  ttm 
TTftSlW  (vicinity  An  Loc)  to  XU7it3073  (vicinity  Loo  Ninh)  and  con¬ 
tinued  until  12  Jan  68  when  tho  operation  was  oomploted*  During  the 
period  of  tho  oporation#  tho  ongineer  work  teams  cleared  950  acres 
of  light  to  heavy  Junglo#  thereby  virtually  oUninating  Viet  Cong 
tax  odlleotion  p>^t8  and  acibush  sitos  along  this  nortion  of  Kig^o^ 
y*  (See  Section  12#  Supporting  Foroos#  Sarineor*) 

Also  on  26  Doo  the  let  Squadron  minus  A  Troop  moved  north  of 
Loc  Ninh  along  Ki^inmy  13  to  the  Cc£a:>odian  border  to  conduct  tho 
first  rooonnaissanou  in  force  oporation  of  Operation  FARGO*  A  Troop 
remained  behind  to  soeuro  AC  Bengal  and  vf.8  rei^laeod  by  G  Troop# 
Sq\2adron#  OFCON  to  tho  Ist  Squadron  for  the  duration  of  the  mis¬ 
sion*  At  1300  hours#  Siginccr  Sun^ort  &i8o  Bill  (XU706178)  was  es¬ 
tablished#  and  all  nanouvor  olcmcnts  wore  deployed  in  /J)  Carries* 
Oporations  wore  oonduotod  along  Highway  y  to  tho  Cacbodioa  bordor# 
but  no  envzay  eontaot  was  rMo*  At  271^!  Doo#  tho  mission  was  tsr- 
minatsd  without  incident  and  by  1600  hbers  all  cloosnts  had  returned 
to  AO  Bonral*  Upon  arriviug  at  Loo  KirJi#  G  Troop  rsvortsd  to  the 
control  of  tho  2nd  Squadron#  and  A  Tk^oop  rctumod  to  1st  Sousdron 
oontrol* 

The  2nd  Squadron  conducted  an  oxtensivc  rooonnaisssnoo  in  fores 
oporation  during  29*30  Doo  in  the  aroa  northeast  of  Loo  Ninh#  but 
tim  onsmy  avoidsd  all  contact  with  tho  squadron* 

On  30  Dse  tho  3rd  Squadrdn  dspsrted  Blsokhcrss  Base  Csmp  to 
Join  the  rsciaent  in  Operation  FARGO  and  sstablisbod  a  firs  support 

r&gs  6  • 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


wtluc  1.  oaJmMlon  .ath  .  to,  e,lloou„  p3«.  ^ 

jh.  r5iSs'o2;5‘rSrts  s;sr«s,iss".hi 
sr»5rL,;‘rs  “Mj 

S'”  "«iSS"^5‘K?'CSS'£S  £, 

tlm  Cenpany,  resultins  in  tho  tiiseovwy  end  dos*ruc- 

onoi^jr  bunkers  in  tho  ’/icinity  of  SU765i38  end 

when  0^  the  operation  occurred 

no/lnmt  "^‘ushod  by  tho  2nd  Bfttt,ilion,  88th  HVA 

s^tw^J  Kook  no,  Ion  (:n5895). 

of  tto  forco^ntte^od  ^°‘  “’‘»'«oo  oleicnt 

Uovo  i^dSoiv  u  "•nd  lort  H  Ccnpwy  to  bc- 

An  HV/  ^  contact  with  cnly  .in  onuny  souad. 

Ss^td  thesis  wi- 

^  ’-“  '’-'•''“tod  e-einst  a  truck  cen- 

“«  hST  s 

SToJSS 

orrlcyln-  napai;-..  hi.-h  SsivTboi*?^ 
eatl^  Kolicoptor  •■unshi;*  also  ess^cd  cne^oi 

it  Dartioi£*^i  Rovod  Into  tho  ••'roa  and  eftor  disnounting 

H  ^  “  ®*t4nod  tank-infantry  swoop  of  tho  arw^th 

SlSSS^*  t2!^*  ouccoodod  in  routin,-:  4  rmSlnSr<Sy 

^  'Swulac  pursuit,  hwwvor,  failed  to  ro  -ain  eontaS* 

'^"tiuory  wore  effi  Tm  ras- 

In  *2?*  lw5C8  wore  Ibruo  Jdllofl  a«i  oix  wounded, 

Sh^itof  ••'-•*1  dostreyod  at  tho 

♦«  Squadron  isovod  ocutheast  along  Hl.-innw  2L6 

^tho  iloinity  of  tho  Special  Poreos  Cnnp  at  Ton-  £o  ChonTxr622- 
SSLjSrjSt^  ootakUshod  a  flro  su^ort  brio 

««»»iooaaoo  in  Xcroo  operations  in  northern  Toy  Ninh  Province. 
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On  9  Jon#  while  operating  south  of  the  Fish  Hook  Region  (XT5B95)# 
the  3rd  Squadron,  11th  AGR,  had  contacts  with  several  threo-cian 
armor-killer  toans  frcti  the  271st  VC  Regiment.  The  enemy  achieved 
moderate  success  as  the  US  losses  were  six  WHA  and  one  tank  damaged*. 
The  enemy  force  suffered  no  known  casualties.  The  dense  jungle 
enabled  the  encsniy  to  achieve  surprise  and  severely  hainpored  effective 
engagement  and  pursuit  by  the  squadron.  A  Hoi  Chanh  who  was  involved 
in  this  action  stated  that  ho  was  one  of  18  enen^  soldiers  who  left 
their  base  camp  in  Cambodia  every  morning  in  six  three-man  RPG-7 
nrnor-killor  teams  and  moved  south  into  the  squadron's  AO.  Ho  fur¬ 
ther  stated  that  a  team  consisted  of  one  gunner  armed  with  the  now 
RPC-7  (Rocket  Propelled  Grenade)  and  two  nmi.iunition  bearers  carry¬ 
ing  three  rockets  each  and  armed  with  idC47*  The  mission  of  each 
team  was  to  destroy  ono  amorod  vehicle  and  then  return  to  base 
areas  within  the  Fish  Hook  Re::ion  across  the  Cambodian  border. 

On  10  Jan  the  3rd  Squa'^ron  became  OPCCN  to  the  35^d  Brigade, 

25th  Infantry  Division,  ^md  participated  in  Ci>;;ration  ysrXOWSTONB, 
conducted  west  of  the  Fish  Hook  Roflon  in.Tay  Ninh  Province.  Tlie 
squadron,  oi-Kirating  with  the  2nd  Battalion,  22nd  Mochrnized  Infantry, 
perfomod  reconnaissance  in  fcrco  oporatiens  in  this  area  with  only 
light  contact  limited  to  mininr  and  armor-killer  team  attacks.  On 
13  J^ui  the  3rd  Squadron  reverted  to  regimontaJL  ccntrol. 

The  3rd  Squadron  moved  frai  Tong  Lo  Chon  cn  14  Jmi  and  ostab- 
lishod  defensive  positions  along  Highway  13  in  the  Loc  Ninh  area* 

The  3rd  Squadron  also  assumed  the  duties  previously  assigned  to  the 
Ist  Squadron  of  socurinf'  the  Regimental  Ccnmwid  Post  and  Forward 
Supply  Area  and  iToviding  escort  for  the  lo  lstical  convoys  between 
Iji  Loc  and  Loc  Ninh.  It  continued  these  missions  until  21  Jan  when 
Operation  F^JiCSO  was  terminated. 

On  14  Jan  tho  Ist  Squaflron  moved  northeast  on  Route  14A  toward 
Bu  Dop  under  OPCTJ)  Fi\RG0  LINCOLN.  VJhilo  moving  toward  Firo  Support 
Base  Knife  (XU884185),  D  Company  captured  two  Viet  Cong  in  vicinity 
XU875185.  B  Troop  and  D  Caiiviny  established  Firo  Support  Base  Knife 
and  A  Troop  and  C  Troop  occupied  Fire  Support  Base  Sleeper  (XU8C0125). 
During  subsequent  reconnaissance  in  force  operations  in  vicinity  . 
Fire  Support  Base  Knife,  D  Ccnp«any  ivade  two  contacts  with  small  Viet 
Cong  patrols,  killing  one  enemy  soldier.  Three  days  later,  a  Viet 
Cong  believed  to  have  been  wounded  in  one  of  the  fights  rallied  to 
B  Troop. 

A  Troop,  sonrehing  in  vicinity  XU850155  where  one’  of  its  iXAV*  a 
had  been  struck  by  an  RPG  round,  located  a  recently  occupied  battel- 
lon-eiso  base  camp.  Captured  matorial  was  evacuated,  and  tho  camp 
was  destroyed. 
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On  17  J.'’n  Ihw  let  S^aadron  minus  B  Troop  and  D  Caapany  at  Firs 
Su'i^ort  Bass  Knife,  moved  from  Fire  Support  Bass  Sleeper*  Hovdtzor 
Battery  moved  into  Firs  Support  Base  Knife  while  the  rest  of  the 
squadron  continued  to  Fire  Supju-rt  Base  Sharp  (XU85/vl53).  Reconnais¬ 
sance  in  force  operations  v;ere  conducted  from  these,  fire  support 
bases  until  19  Jon  when  the  entire  squa  ron  was  consolidated  at  Fire 
Support  Base  Sleeper  for  a  twoKlay  maintenance  poriotL  in  i:reparation 
for  future  operations  and  the  AGl/CllII  to, be  held  in  February. 

On  21  Jon  the  2nd  Squadron  terminated  Operation  F/JIGO  and  moved 
into  attack  positions  along  Hi^iwny  13  to  .loin  the  101st  Airbcrne 
in  Operation  kTSIJJi/O^SSX. 

12.  (C)  SUPPORTING  FCEGES; 

a.  Artillery 

(1)  Artillery  units  firing  in  support  of  the  regiment 
during  Operation  FARGO  were  the  organic  hadtzer  batteries;  A  Battery j 
6th  Battalion,  27th  Artillery;  and  C  Battery,  6th  Battalion,  27th 
Artillery.  The  two  batteries  frem  the  27th  Artillery  were  assigned 
the  mission  of  general  sui?pQrt  to  the  11th  Arna'ed  Cavalry  Regimcmt 
by  II  Field  Force  Artillery.  Each  was  a  ccjiiposite  175iWo”  battery 
and  could  cover  the  regiment *s  operations  to  within  2000  meters  of 
the  Camborlian  Urder.  Also  under  regiraental  operational  control 

was  one  i>lat<>on  of  K42is  (twin  AOdn  dusters)  of  A  Battery,  5th  Bat¬ 
talion,  2nd  Artillery,  mo  searchlight  platoon  (four  li^ts)  of  I 
Battery,  29th  Artillery,  and  a  section  of  (four  cal.  ,50  ma- 
chlneguns)  of  D  Battery,  71at  Artillery  (iJ)}.  Those  elements  wore 
integrated  into  tho  perimeter  defense  plan  fer  the  Loc  Ninh  area 
anrl  the  Regimental  Forward  Support  area,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Loo 
Ninh  airstrip. 

(2)  The  types  of  artillery  fi.res  employed  during  FARGO 

were: 

(a)  Defensive  concentrations 

(b)  Otisorver-adjustod  missions 

(c)  Harass;  Kjnt  an'.  intci*diction 

(d)  Navigational 

(o)  I^oparations 

(f)  IVe-planned  fires  on  call 
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(3)  The  following  Fire  Support  Bases  were  used  by 
supporting  artillery  units  during  FAnGO: 


(a) 

rSB  Tck  (XU7201) 

;  How  Btry  l/U 

(b) 

FSB  Diok  (XU74P6) 

How  Btry  2/U 

(c) 

FSB  Harry  (XU7307) 

C  Btry  6/27  Arty 

(d) 

FSB  Pat  (XT6399) 

How  Btry  2/11 

(e) 

FSB  San  (XU7912) 

How  Btry  3/ll 

(f) 

ka  Loc  {XT7899> 

A  Btry  6/27  Arty 

(4)  Each  of  the  above  FSB  locations  was  vdthin  range 
of  at  least  one  of  the  other  FSB  locations  and  within  range  of  the 
Composite  General  Support  Battery  at  C.unn  Loi.  This  positioning 
insured  naximun  artillery  support.  j\rtillery  fires  wore  available 
throughout  the  Regimental  AO  and  were  imrAediately  on  call  during 
each  of  the  squadrons*  reconnaissance  in  force  operations.  Another 
factor  enhancing  the  effectiveness  of  the  artillery  support  was  the 
0-1  aircraft  provided  daily  by  II  Fiolc;  Force  for  an  aerial  artillery 
observer.  This  air  observer  was  available  for  all  convoy  moves  as 
well  as  during  tactical  operations.  By  use  of  this  aircraft,  observed 
artillery  fires  could  be  utilized  for  precision  fire  cr  follow-up 

of  intelligonco  reixrts  as  required. 

(5)  Nevr  Techniques;  During  Operation  F/JIGO,  each  tine 
a  fire  support  base  was  vacated,  fires  wore  scheduled  on  that  location 
and  incorporatod  as  KScI  fires.  Also,  at  varying  times  tliroughcut  the 
night,  nassefl  fires  would  bo  delivered  on  the  vacant  FSB.  Previous 
experience  showed  that  the  Viet  Cong  dug  up  vacated  FSB  for  itoas  of 
use  to  then  or  ouplaccd  mines  to  harass  returning  artillery  units. 
Incorporating  thoso  locations  in  the  IM  fires  and  keeping  thorn  under 
surveillance  reduced  Viet  Cong  access  to  these  areas. 

b.  Engineer 

(1)  Direct  engineer  suppoi't  was  providofl  by  the  919th 
Sfaginoor  Cempany  (/imorefO*  Initially,  the  1st  Platoon,  919th  En¬ 
gineers,  provided  support  to  the  1st  Squadron,  and  tho  3rd  Platoon 
supported  the  2nd  Squa-lron.  When  the  3rd  Squa<^ron  joined  tho  opera¬ 
tion  on  30  Doc,  the  2nd  Platoon  provided  it  with  direct  support. 
Throughout  tho  operation,  the  com;>any  cccrvmd  i>ost  was  located  with 
tho  Uogliaontal  Comand  Post. 

(2)  During  tho  first  phase  of  the  operation,  the*  919th 
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Engineer  Cctipany  was  charged  with  coordination  of  the  route  clearing 
mission  along  National  Highway  13  tren  X.T762907  to  XU7i3073.  A  team 
of  d  Rene  Plcws  was  organized  «ind  assigned  ns  follows: 

ROME  PLa'3;  UNIT: 

1  919th  Engineer  Cenpany  (Armored) 

4  9th  Infantry  Division 

2  557th  Light  Equirnent  Cenpany 

1  Hq  Caapany,  l68th  Engineer  Battalion  (C) 

(3)  The  company  was  also  charged  with  the  responsibil¬ 
ity  of  constructing  defensive  bunkers  and  aircraft  rovetxaoats  in  the 
Ferward  Support  Area  at  Loc  Ninh.  This  platoon-sized  mission  was 
rotated  among  the  three  iilatoons  selected  as  the  tactical  situation 
permitted*  To  satisfy  tho  imodiate  need  for  helicopter  revetments, 
700  emjTty  55  g-iHon  POL  c.rur.)s  i/oro  transported  fi*om  Ciuan  Loi  to  the 
Forward  Support  /»roa*  Elements  of  the  company  ccnstruciod  two  fixed- 
wing  rovotnonts  and  six  UH-1  rovotnents^  Tv;o  of  tlio  UH-1  revetments 
wore  constructed  using  K-S  matting. 

(4)  The  ccsiipany  also  conductod  junglo  clonring  opera¬ 
tions  to  provido  suitable  aroas  for  landing  zones  and  command  posts* 

In  addition  to  the  land  desiring  operations,  tho  company  dug  €m][^ce- 
monts  for  vehicles  and  constructed  berms  around  tho  conmancl  post  lo¬ 
cations  using  its  organic  tank-dozers  and  bulldozer* 

(5)  bno  latcrito  barrow  pit  was  developed  at  XU727029 
for  the  purpose  of  filling  55-gallon  drums  to  bo  used  in  aircraft 
revetments  and  for  general  fortification  work.  10,000  cubic  yards 
of  fill  wore  provided  traa  this  pit,  which  was  complotoly  stripped 
at  tho  tormination  of  tho  o;.oration. 

(6)  During  tho  continuing  mine  sweeping  operations, 
elenonts  of  the  919th  Engineers  detected  and  destroyed  fivo  antitaxik 
mines  and  evacuated  one  antitank  mine  (Ml/il)  for  evaluation.  The 
company  lost  ono  Mi«8A3  Tank-^dozer  duo  to  mino  damage  when  the  tank 
struck  an  ostimatod  35-pound  rdno  at  XT57C843. 

c*  Chemical: 

(1)  E-63  rersonnol  Detector  Kissions:  Tho  33x^  Chemi¬ 
cal  Detachment  conducted  almost  daily  porscnnol  detocter  missions  over 
suspected  enemy  baso  camp  sites  and  infiltration  routes  along  the 
Cambodian  border* 
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l«.  M58  CS  u'm':  “  '".S 

s  ?s.S“;rsiL?„r.rr s^rES. 

dv  Array  Aviration: 

§?  s« 

r^-irof  7  ^  ■^=’-  firal  235,075 

~.I!».  »1  S'S  '*•- 

(2)  Suplcjynont: 

Lumber  of  Scrticss 

Comind  fi: 

Control  "  i-AM1^3tr.itive  Aerial 


Rocon 


0H-23G  1,545 

UH-IC 


IIH-ID 


215 

Troop  Lift 


385  96 

Total  Sertloa  4,630 

(3)  Kaintonanoo: 


27 

16 

3S 

Crjrr.o  Lift 
96 


Aerial 
SuT^port  & 
Reaction 
Fqtco 


1>250 

gasunlty  Bvacuation 
0 


On  Hand 

Availiblo 

0H-23G 

16 

11.8 

UH-IC 

12 

9.5 

UH-ID 

19 

15.3 

0.  Air  Porco 
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(1)  The  Rcgiricntal  Tactical  Air  Control  Party  (TACP) 
was  located  with  the  Regincntal  Con'mnd  Post  tlrcughout  the  oix;ra- 
tion.  Aircraft  v/ero  flo;jn  out  of  Loc  IJinh  during  the  day  ifith  an 
aircraft  on  ni^t  alert  also  at  Loc  Winh*  Opcrritioiis  At  Loc  Ninh 
were  nade  fccasiblc  by  transporting  a  fuel  puiap  froo^  Bi^  Hoa  Air 
Base  and  by  construction  of  revcUients  on  the  air^iold. 

(2)  While  at  Loc  Ninh.,  the  radio  ncjunt  frem  an  ML08 
Joop  was  . installed  in  the  S-3  track*  Tlds  gave  better  rocep- 
tion/tra^sntUAiGn  power  on  all  radios  in  addition'tb  giving  greater 
protoctieo  <io  the  radios  and  oporatcr* 

(3)  Sorties  Flown; 


0-1 

122 

F-lOO 

144 

F-4C 

18 

B-57 

2  • 

A-37 

17 

Ordnance  E>rpando'l; 

(in  rounds) 

UU-27 

260 

MK-82 

291 

KK-81 

12 

m-m 

133 

CBU 

6 

Pwockots 

16 

Caliber  ,50 

1600 

2Qr.'«ni 

6.49,200 

7,62ro 

57,800 

(5)  BcraL  Danage  Assessnent: 

Bunkers  Destroyed  83 

Daisagod  6 
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Uncovered  1 

Trenches  Destroyed  25 

Uncovered  30 

Trails  Uncovered  85 

Structures  Destroyed  7 

Damaged  •  1 

Foxholes  Destroyed  10 

Uncovered  2 

f*  Civic  Affair s/Psychological  VJarfaro:  The  Civic  Affaf^s 
efforts  were  directed  at  coordinatiiig  road-cleaa’ing  owrations  along 
Highway  13,  ra^id  processing  of  incidents  with  Viotnamose  civilians, 
and  repairing  damage  done  to  civilian  property.  Before  the  oi:>eration 
began,  it  was  decided  that  road  clearing  operations  in  the  Regimental 
Coanand  Post  find  Forward  Suppjort  iirea  locations  v;ould  not  be  coordi- 
natal  until  the  regiment  arrived  in  the  area  of  operations.  This  was 
done  in  order  to  disguiso  the  timing  and  natoo  of  Operation  FARGO. 
The  Psychological  V/arfare  effort  consisted  cf  a  Chiou  Hoi  campaign, 
a  reward  camivxign,  rapid  reaction  to  intelligence,  and  a  s^^ecial 
effort  devoted  to  familiarizing  the  population  in  tho  F/iRGO  i’o:*ea  of 
O'porations  with  tho  purpose  of  the  operation. 

(1)  Civic  Affairs; 

(a)  Tifo  problems  (loveloijed  in  this  oroa.  Tho 
province  chief  of  Long  Binh  I'r evince  did  not  v/mt  rubber  trees  cut 
along  tho  roads,  and  tho  npnagenont  of  the  CCCO  Flantation  in  Loc 
Ninh  was  displeased  with  tlic  presence  of  tho  regiment  in  tho  area. 

The  resolution  of  those  difficulties,  pr.rticularly  those  with  tho 
plantation  owner  occupied  considerable  tine  fra;  22  Doc  67  to  15 
Jan  68. 


(b)  Tho  resistance  of  the  irovinco  chief  was 
ovorcctio  when  Lt.  General  Wv;yan«'.,  Cenj-rnding  General,  II  Field  Force, 
convinced  tho  III  Corps  Casnandcr  that  rubber  trees  should  bo  cut 
when  thcro  was  a  doflnibo  tactical  need  to  do  so. 

(c)  Tho  plontatitjn  managorxnt  was  concornod  for 
sovoral  reasons.  Fii'st,  they  did  not  li!:o  tho  ruginent’s  occupation 
of  plantation  land  along  tho  airstrip^  Second,  they  felt  that  their 
cwn  security  was  threatened  I  y  the  irosoncc  of  tactical  units  which 
night  invito  Viot  Cong  attacks.  Third,  they  f unrod  that  the  regiment 
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evcntxial  departure  would  lead  to  rc^^isals,  •  The  Danagertient  there-  • 
fore  requested  that  the  rosinont  either  rc-locate  its  Comand 
Post  cr  include  the  hcr.ics  of  the  I’^'nageLt.cnt  inside  its  perimeter • 
Since  the  airfield  was  necessary  for  operations  and  logistical 
sui^i^ort,  the  first  request  could  not  be  granted o  The  second  re¬ 
quest,  if  gra-nted,  v/oulcl  have  required  tying  additional  combat 
elements  to  a  static  defense  mission;  therefore.,  it  was  also 
denied.  Despite  this  and  the  cutting  of  rubber  trees  along  the 
airfield,  the  plantation  nanagoment  cooperated  by  offering  a 
water  point  and  pump  for  the  regiment's  use  and  by  providing 
general  intolligonco  of  the  area. 

(d)  Civic  action  was  limited  primarily  by  the 
location  and  laissions  of  tho  squadrons  during  the  operation,  450 
pounds  of  food  were  distributed  in  the  Loc  Ninh  area,  and  tho 
North  and  South  Gatos  of  the  village  were  repaired  after  they 
were  damaged  by  track  vehicles*  Finally,  one  I!EDC/kr  was  conducted, 
and  33  people  wero  treated, 

(2)  Psycholcgical  If-rfirc: 

(a)  31  aerial  leaflet  missions  v;ore  flcwn  in  sup¬ 
port  of  Opitration  F/JIGO,  dropping  a  totr;!  of  1,703,300  loaflcts, 

27  aerial  loudsporJ<cr  missions  wore  flov-m,  totaling  19  hours,  45 
minutes  of  broadcast  tiiio.  This  effort  was  equally  divided  between 
a  pre-Tet  Chiou  Hci  campaign  .and  a  reward  for  infomation  c.?m;)aign. 


(b)  There  was  little  response  frem  tho  Vietnamese 
people  in  tho  ai'ca  of  operations.  They  v;oro  net  unfi*iendly  but 
wore  resorvod.  This  was  the  first  time  tlvat  a  US  tactical  unit 
had  remined  in  the  area  for  any  length  of  tir.io*  There  was  no 
response  at  all  to  the  regard  for  infarir.tion  campaign, 

(c)  Three  Hoi  Chanho  cane  to  the  regii’.iont  during 
Operation  F/iRGO*  One  of  thorn  ha.d  a  feet  llc^.-n  off  which  accounts 
fop  his  rallying,  yet  tlrec  was  a.n  unusually  high  nvjubur  of  ro- 
turnoos  for  such  a  short  poriorl.  Until  the  regiment  arrived,  no 
ooncontrated  PSYOFS  had  been  conducted  in  the  area,  ord  little 

of  what  had  been  done  was  ±n  conjunction  v.lth  tactical  6peratlon3, 
This  nay  account  for  the  two  unwoundccl  Hoi  Chrrhs,  A  tape  ro- 
cerding  of  oach  of  those  returnees  v;r.8  made  fer  imodiato  PSYOFS 
loudsixjoker  exploitation, 

13*  (C)  RESULTS: 


Friendly  Losses 
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Personnel: 


Equipnent: 


KIA 

13 


VflA 

79 

ACAV 

2 

ACAV 

9 


T5n!<-»Dor.er 

1 


Energy  Losses 

Personnel:  KIA  (BC)  KIA  (Poss)  rOJ  Hoi  Chanhs  Detainees 

49  22  3  3  23 

Fortifications:  Bunkers  Foxholes  Mats  Base  Cnnps 
661  453  8  14 

Equipment!  Duds  Minos  AK~47  RPG~2  Rds  IirG‘-3  Rds  Il?G-7  Launcher 

6  8  5  4  1  1 

RPG*7  Rds  Gren  Launcher  Gren  Mort  Rds  Doc (in  lbs)  Med  Supl(in  lbs 

7  2  23  8  39  2 

ClothingCin  lbs)  Bombs  Tobacco(in  lbs) 

100  3  122 
Foodstuffs  (in  pounds):  K5.oc  Sut^ar  Candy 

2543  1200  200 
14.  (Fouo)  r.mwsx 

n*  Logistical  Support: 

(l)  During  Operation  FARGO,  tho  roginent  was  supportod 
logistically  trea  a  Forward  Support  Area  (FSA  Lewis)  established  by 
tho  Saigon  Support  Command.  FSiA  Levds  was  formed  at  An  Loc  on  23 
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Doc  67,  moved  to  j’oo  Hiish  on  ZU  .'•nvi  25  Dec  67  rjid  vms  i-tivelv 
supportin."  the  rojir’.>;nt  l.y  26  Dee  67.  '  ■  v,  i  ely 

vrovided  C3.'.ef.  I.  ttt  .„i  -v 

aiterinls.  i.-aetocnnee  M;v,;-,n^t  by  tbe  551.-, t  I  -i- :-.'n“Je^ 

Conp,^,  i,aun.->y  ntrf  b,-.th  vintocn,  .-i-.d  ,».  ,r.w-c  yo< -vUo, 
section  constituted  the  re>tti,ni«£  eup.,ort  r^vided  bnii  La^’s. 

C3)  F3.*h  bovis  Wits  stoci-od  bv  the  2Qth  nnr.'.»,...T 

Support  tooup  utilizins  logistical  convoys'  originaVrS  So 
Long  Blnh  aren.  The  convey  schedule  -roVidod  t^^northvLd 
and  tv:o  scuthbo-ur,d  convpj's  durir.g  a  fivo-d.-y 

1  s.  .  support  rendered  ly  FoA  Lewis  nroved  to 

rot^OTthv'’  regir-.ent,  C,ily  t’.;o  e;:corti«s  wore 

notiiworthy,  4.  crixicru.  sliortr.fje  of  30-.\/evht  oil  aevolorv,^  mri 

refilling  of  expended  vSicl/ 
firo  axtinguishors  was  a  problon  threughout  the  Ration. 

,.nn«  ».  +u  ■  Logistical  convoys  were  utUizod  ’ey  the  seu.ad- 
*'s  the  princ..pal  means  of  resupply,  f.-vav'cr,’  rioveDsnt  wit’iin 

StaU^  Omc  r!  •’'ith  the  1st  Division  Tl*a.«. 

X  -I  ^  CH~47  sertios  wurc  used  whon^vor*  duo  to  tha 

supply  by  convr.- .  /.  tot^a  of  37?  sertios  were  hown  in  5™t 
of  OporaUon  F.JICO.  «  Vreakdown  of  sortios  ’u,y  squadren  followo: 

Ist  Squvh'on  -  128 

2n'J  Squcjlron  -  91 

3rtl  rcu7.iron  -  I58 

s,  ^  Tliroc  1,500  :\r.C  ojiti  3.C30  c^-llor-ncr-.''c— 

"VorS 

sunptien  was  ..,.,0C0  gallons  daily. 


FeJlCO  foUow; 


(C)  .;inss  xrc  .Ind  v  consunptiai  totilo  for  Operntien 


(a)  Clr.es 

iiliiscl  231,000  g-'llOdS 

69,000  gallons 
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(b)  Class  V 


Ctg  5.56tin 

294,300  rds 

Ctg  7.62inn 

2,303,700  rds 

Ctg  Cal.  .4:' 

52,C00  rds 

Ctg  Cal  .50 

452,640  rds 

4Cbin  HS 

18,690  rds 

40nn  FE  Linked 

3,840  rds 

4.2  in  HE 

12,5/40  rds 

4.2  in  lUun 

180  rds 

4.2  in  \i? 

1,140  rds 

9Qr-3n  HE 

150  rds 

90m  CarJ.ster 

1,380  rds 

155nn  m 

7,320  rds 

155i'7n  lllun 

510  rds 

2.75  in  r.ockot  HE 

120  rds 

Hand  Gron,  Erng 

1,740  rds 

Ranfi  Cron,  S’i:,  All  Colors 

2,340  rds 

Mino,  Claynoro 

720  ea 

Flare,  Trip 

3,600  ca 

Ck.'^rgo,  Done  C4 

4,200  oa 

Cord,  Dot 

67,200  ft 

(9)  Problen  .'jrur.s:  F^on  the  beginning  of  this 
operation  uiitiX  th©  firsw  wc;ik  of  Jan  the  water  supply  systuo 
proved  to  bo  vrrciiablo.i  cH'.c  to  repeated  crrilator  brcakdo^Tis* 
During  this  poricu,  it  boc-mo  necessary  to  dispatch  frequent 
convoys  to  Qusn  Loi,  tho  nearest  altcmato  source  of  potable 
water. 
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b.  Signal: 
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(1)  The  initial  planning  for  the  operation  was  con¬ 
ducted  on  a  short  notice  basis*  illl  of  the  initial  planning  and 
coordination  was  accopiplishoi^.  in  two  days;  however,  the  conimuni- 
cations  for  Operation  FioiGO  wore  better  than  those  of  previous 
operations* 


(2)  Cocmunications  to  Hi^er  Headquarters 

(a)  F11-/J4  automatic  retransmission  unit  on 
the  II  Field  Force  Command  Net  was  established  by  53rd  Signal 
Battalion  on  Hill  837* 

(b)  /J^-SSB  -  i’H/CT.C  106  was  provided  by  53rd 
Signal  Battalion  for  regimental  use  in  the  II  Field  Force  SS3 
Caxiand  Not. 

(c)  /lI-ruVTT  -  AN/GT.C  26  D  was  provided  by  53rd 
Signal  Battalion  for  R/^TT  cccffroni cations  in  the  II  Field  Forco 
Command  Net  R/^TT* 


(d)  Land-lino  2MRC-73  12-channcl  VHF  systems 
and  2151C-112  4-channol  systems  were  rrovided  by  53rd  Sigr^  Bat¬ 
talion*  ‘  A  KOC-17  land-line  corrtecnwcr  from  the  53rd  Signal  Bat- 
xalion  provided  land-lino  t^looypo  ccmnunicaticn*  Land-line  tele¬ 
phone  conaunioations  with  II  Fiold  Fcrce  were  naint.ainod  on  the 
VHF  systems* 


(3)  Cannunicatiens  from  Regimental  Fiold  Location 

to  Base  Comp: 


(a)  The  distance  from  l  oc  Ninh  to  Blacichorso 
Base  Camp  procludod  effective  FM  cenmuni cations.  No  base  station 
was  sot  up  at  Blackhcrso  sir.ce  there  were  no  tactical  units  of 
the  regiomt  at  that  location* 

(b)  AII-r.ATT  c<xmunioations  \wo  maintained  on 
the  Roginontal  Ccroaml/lutolligoaec  Net.  The  organic  An/VRC  29 
provided  sufficient  24^hcur  cermuniaation  with  the  base  camp. 

(c)  Two  W  land-lino  circuits  provided  tele¬ 
phone  comnunic\tic3:s  with  the  baso  car.p* 

(4)  Special  Equipment  nnd  Techniques:  ij\  82-foot 
telephone  polo  v:.5  provided  by  Iho  lut  Sipial  Brigade  fer  use  >dth 
the  ViF  •v;tonna  who  chot  to  Hill  c)37«  This  pole  providod  the 
n^?  'ns:ury  height  to  g  .t  a  clear  shot  ovvr  tho  rubber  trees  in  the 
Roginental  Camand  i  csi.  area. 
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(5)  Radio  Nets  and  Telophone-Telet^rpe  Circuits  Used: 
(<*1)  Radio  Nets: 

SOI  wore  utiUzed.  “  ®  “  thcllth 

t-a  Pornn=.«^/T  +  it  “  comunications  on  the  Reginen- 

tal^Cconand/Intclligence  Not  RiVTT  and  the  II  Field  Force  Operations 

(b)  Tclephono  Circuits: 

~  I^^tcrnal  shared  trunk  circuits  were  estab- 

Che  Repnontal  Comand  Post  area  in  accordance  with 

A*  •?  an  F3A  switchboard  was  cstaVaishod.  Shared 

ni  Regimental  Cammand  Pest  and  Forward  Sup- 

f  ^’"^2  Giao,  and  thf 

Special  Forces  Camp  at  Loc  Ninh, 

,  *  ^  .  -?  Three  dedicated  circuits  were  established 

between  the  ueginental  TOC  and  the  IX  Field  Force  switchboard.  In 
A  circuits  for  coordination  prirposes  vrere  estab- 

division,  tho  1st  Brigade  of  the  1st  Inr- 
bho  1st  Division  /j:'tiller3r  ?.t  Quan  Loi,  and  the 
Air  Cavalry  Troop  of  the  11th  ACR  at  Lai  Khe* 

«««  4.  ^  X.  2.  in  previous  oper<ations  an  excessive 

^ount  of  t^o  was  needed  to  establish  telephone  circuits  exter¬ 
nal  to  the  Command  Post, 

V  4.  tactical  teletype  circuit  was  es¬ 

tablished  between  the  rwegincntal  TOC  end  II  Field  Force. 

c.  Personnel  end  Adirlnistraticn 

^  (1)  Adxiinistrative  operations  continued  in  a  normal 

escahlisliod  in  tho  forward  area  for 
^str.bution  of  reports  find  messages  to  forward  units.  Courier 
rvico  was  established  orj  a  twi.ce-delly  basis  between  base  camp 

Casualty  end  strength  reports  for  units. 

Forwmvl  Comr.iand  Post  and 
for warded  to  base  camp  by  telerhone.  Casualty  reports  were  then 
telephoned  to  US*\RV  fi*cn  the  base  cano, 

(2)  Casualties: 
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(3) 


Non-Battlo  Deo.d 
Injuries 

Forsonnel  Services; 
(a)  Religious; 

Catholic 


79 

2 

19 


Field 


Field 


Services 

68 

Services 

43 


Protestant 


Attendance 

547 

Attendance 

483 


visits  Clubnobilc;  The  Clubnobile  made 

visits  to  the  <4th  and  93rd  Evacuation  Hospitals  in  Long  Binli. 

«  4  Discipline,  Law,  and  Order;  There  wore  four 

swious  incidents  during  Operation  f;jiG0>  There  wore  throe  ve¬ 
hicle  accidents  and  one  accidontal  shooting* 

(5)  Awajrds  and  Decorations:  Tho  follovdnc  awards 
wore  processed  for  Operation  F/JIGO;  JJ.wing  aw^araa 


Silver  Stsr 
Bronze  Star  "V” 
Air  Modal  ”V» 
;VCM 


5 

28 

4 

9 


15.  (C)  Operation  F/JIGO  achieved 

in  .^Cti\  Ity  in  the  newlyw 

^'■or.'jn''-K,y  bejauso  of  the  prooenco 
or  the  Uth  j.rn<r«i-  Cavnlry  Uo£ineiw..-tho  5th  and  9th  Viot  Cene 
Divielons  ab.8tainod  trm  infUti-atins  Isrco  fwcoe  into  the  ar^ 

n*«°Ption.  On  6  J.-ui,  tho  .2nd  Bftttclion, 

88th  p/i  pglnerit,  operating  ivlth  tho  5th  Viot  Cong  Di\lBicn, 

Squ«’ren.  Tho  onooy  lost  40  qj>n  in  ti 
battle  tdiioh  foUewed.  FoUewing  this  al>crtive  attoopt,  tho  major 
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©neoy  units  remained  encanped  in  sanctuaries  across  the  Canbodian 
border  and  limited  their  op'ox-ations  to  dispatching  armor -iciller 
teams  of  three  men  each  on  a  daily  basis*  As  a  result  of  this 
harassment,  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  enemy  contacts 
after  6  Jan,  but  none  of  then  was  major  in  nature. 

The  regiment  calso  acconplished  its  mission  of  clearing  100 
meters  of  jungle  tron  the  sides  of  National  Highway  13  between 
An  Loc  and  Loc  Ninh*  The  security  of  this  portion  of  the  road 
was  greatly  improved  as  a  result  of  Operation  FiJlGOi 

16.  (C)  LESSONS  LK'JINED; 
a.  Operations: 

(1)  Item;  Combined  armor  and  infantry  eperatiens 

in  the  jungle. 

Discussion;  V/hen  operating  in  heavy  jungle, 
infantry  must'  be  cross-attached  to  armor  units.  Throughout  the 
3rd  Squadron*  s  operations  along  Highway  13  'ui'l  in  the  Fish  Kook 
Region,  the  need  for  dismounted  infantry  v.ms  quite  api'arcnt.  The 
thick  jungle  made  the  thinks  e:-rbrcnoly  'vailnorablo  to  armor-killer 
terms.  Threughout  these  actions  thv-  RPC  fire  was  directed  frcci 
ranges  of  less  than  25  feet* 

Obscrvatlcn;  Dismounted  infantry  should  bo 
usod  to  provide  armored  vehicles  vdth  the  necessary  security  to 
allcw  then  to  work  in  heavily  vegetated  rreas*  CIDC  fcrcos  vrerc 
used  as  dismeuntod  infantry  while  worldng  in  the  Fish  Hook  Region; 
howovor,  they  wore  not  accustomed  to  working  with  cavalry  and  the 
language  barrier  was  a  proVlcn. 

(2)  Item;  VC/NVA  mine  activity  in  nerthoastern 
Tay  Ninh  rrovinco. 

Discussion;  The  3rd  Squa'lron  encountered  15 
AT  nines  In  northeastern"  Kinh  Prcvinco*  Those  nines  wore 
both  along  Highway  2A6  as  well  as  in  the  jungle  area  north  of 
the  highway.  The  nines  appoarod  to  have  boon  laid  cn  routes  used 
by  tracked  vehicles  in  the  pact.  They  wore  also  laid  in  old  fire 
support  bases  and  lantling  zfmes, 

Obsorvaticn;  The  souadren  avoided  the  use  of 
all  old  roads  and  trails  ai'ter  making  tlxis  otservaticn.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  they  did  not  use  any  old  fire  support  bases. 
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b*  /jnlush  Petrols 

(1)  It 0:1;  UTtP  stiy-bopj.nci  ''’-ilush  pe-trcls. 

Pis  cuss  i  :;n;  The  lltli  .'morcrl  Cavalry  Pxglricnt 
LaRr  proved  very  success i\il  in  a  stay-1', ohind  anbush  patrol  rolo. 
This  unit  was  eriploycd  tlu’oo  tines  in  this  tyi-^e  of  nissicn,  twice 
gaining  contact  and  killing  a  total  of  throe  Viet  Cong,  The  nost 
effective  technique  was  to  deploy  the  LPJl?  in  the  areva  of  a  cco- 
n<and  post  closed  by  ono  of  the  squadrons.,  particulorly  if  the 
conrnand  pest  was  near  tho  Coi-ibcdian  border. 

Observation ;  Small  b^nds  of  Viot  Cong  would 
novo  to  the  abandoned  comand  post  location  to  collect  items  of 
value  and  to  plant  nines  in  the  area  to  hinder  US  units  which 
night  return  to  the  old  location,  Tov/ard  tho  close  of  Operation 
F.'jtGO,  the  enemy  was  ncrc  reluctant  to  explore  recently  evacuated 
coemnd  posts. 

(2)  Item;  Daylight  ambush  patrols  around  amor 
laager  positions. 


Discussion;  Tho  3rd  Squadron  was  successful 
in  ambushing  Viet  Cong  forces  by  establishing  platoon  laager 
positions  and  setting  up  daytirio  disneunbed  a^-ibush  patrols  in 
the  surrounding  area. 


Observation;  The  Viet  Ceng  soon  loam  the 
location  of  tracked  vohicios  in  an  area  and  tend  to  novo  around 
or  ai?proach  tho  position  without  oxi?octing  disnountod  elements 
in  tho  surrounding  area, 

c,  Aorial  Operations; 

JiSl*  Dccej^tivoness  cf  aorial  reconnaissance 

in  the  Jungle, 


♦‘Ithcrjgli  tho  aorial  observer  is 

of  hi^  value  to  groui-id’i>?cv.;c  in  J'uiglo  cix rations,  ho  has  cer¬ 
tain  liriitations  with  regard  to  assistiiig  /jround  nevomont,  INon 
when  flying  at  trectop  level,  it  was  learned  that  tho  aerial  ob¬ 
server  caild  not  ccri  octly  estimate  tho  height  or  density  cf  trees 
and  grass.  Sven  ncra  iiApcrtant  is  the  inability  to  ccrroctly 
Judge  soil  trafficability  fren  the  air.  On  several  occasions, 
gr';ur4d  ccv  mandci’S  have  boor,  directed  by  tho  aorial  observer  to 
ap^xirently  accossiblo  areas,  only  to  discover  that  the  ground 
was  t<x5  soft  to  support  orricred  vehicles, 

Cbsorvatlon;  The  aerial  observur  can  be  of 
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navigational  assist.^nce  to  tho  ground,  ccrximder  in  tho  iun- 
only  gramd  reconnaissance  con  deterrlno  the  traf- 
ficability  of  tho  terrain  /uid  tho  density  of  tho  foliage, 

d.  Civic  Aff-'irs: 

.  ..  ,  pSs  '‘<lv.inoo  oofirdinatipn  for  route  oloarir.g 

^operty^  ^  connancl  .-ni  logistical  oloir.cnts  on  privato 

,  \ 

j  Discussion;  Vmcnovor  tho  security  of  an  opera-, 
tier,  pw^ts,  adymeo  coordination  should  bo  nado  f<r  route  olear- 
ins  and  tho  location  of  oontvind  and  logistical  clencnts  on  pri- 

t^p  necessary  to  ccardincCto  tha  out- 

ing  of  veget-.ticn  (nostly  trees  lath  an  cconordc  value)  on  pri- 
yate  ^operty.  Two  or  three  days  artv'nou  coordination  is  dosir- 
auio  ftr  unit  locations  on  yrivato  property. 

,4.  vruilo  adv.»noc  coordination  would 

have  aided  substnntially  in  rintiizing  iroblcas  of  route  cloaring 
and  location  of  tactical  units  on  privato  the  throat 

traps  .and.  tho  cKin-'-jisa  of  tho  roginent's 
wrly^  and  nlsston  in  tho  Loo  Mlnh  are, a  r...do  such  advenoo  coor- 
aination  unwise  during  Operati  n  f;PvCO* 


Annex  A  -  Tssk  Organisation 

Annax-B — O^-OvavUy . Withdrawn,  Hqs,  DA 
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